LIFE IN AMERICA                      251

appointed that as time went on its work did not arouse
greater interest nor accomplish the ends for which he
had hoped, but he died in the conviction that its loose
federation would grow stronger and stronger, resulting
eventually in the organic unity of all Presbyterians.

One of the burning questions in the fellowship of
the General Assembly during the latter years of Dr.
McCosh's life concerned the revision of the Westminster
standards. In this he had an intense interest and he
carefully prepared for the Presbytery of New Brunswick,
to which he belonged, the following statement, which
needs no comment:

Ever since I became a teacher of the science of mind I
have given more attention to philosophy than theology.
In doing this, I have been able to serve religion more
effectively than by any other course which I could take.
My philosophy is realistic, being an exposition of the
facts of our nature, and being so, it must be favorable to
the Scriptures, which reveal to us what we are, as no
other work has done. But I have been watching all
along the signs of the times, and feel it to be honest to
make known my views in every crisis of opinion in the
Church. Hitherto I have not favored a revision of our
standards, but the time has come when we must face the
question which is now being put in the Presbyterian
churches all over the world. I know there is some risk
in stirring up the inquiry, but there is more danger in
trying to ignore or suppress it, which, in fact, cannot
now be done. Our students, our young men generally,
and our laity are raising the question, and it is the plain
duty of the Church to face it boldly and to guide theas one of them,
